The editorial board of Indian Journal of Psychiatry pays homage to the memory of Professor V. Ramachandran who passed away at Madras on 16th of April 1994.

Dr. Ramachandran was born on 6th June 1937. He had his medical education at Madras Medical College and post graduate training (D.P.M. andM.D.) in Psychiatry at NIMHANS, Bangalore. He was awarded Ph.D by the University of Madras and Fellowship by the Royal College of Psychiatrists, U.K. He was Consultant Psychiatrist at Institute of Mental Health and Additional Professor of Psychiatry at Madras Medical College for a number of years. He was then appointed as the Professor & Head of the Department of Psychiatry at Stanley Medical College, Madras.

Dr. Ramachandran distinguished himself as an astute clinician, dedicated teacher and keen research worker. Through his studies on psychiatric problems in old age, psychosomatic disorders, alcohol and drug abuse and psychopharmacological agents, he has made valuable contributions to our understanding of these problems. He also inspired and guided many younger colleagues to pursue psychiatric research.

Dr. Ramachandran was actively involved in all activities of Indian Psychiatric Society. He served our organization as chairman of the Continuing Medical Education program, member of the editorial board of the Indian Journal of Psychiatry and president of Tamil Nadu State and Southern Zonal branches of the Indian Psychiatric Society. In 1991 he assumed the office of President of Indian Psychiatric Society and discharged his responsibilities with dignity and distinction. Above all, Dr. Ramachandran will be remembered for the warmth, cordiality and gentleness with which he related to everyone who came into contact with him.

Dr. Ramachandran is survived by his wife Sheila and sons Suresh and Venkatesh. As we mourn the demise of this dear friend and colleague, our thoughts are specially with the members of the bereaved family. May God grant them the peace and strength to bear their loss.
